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Proper Title: ñLegalò Complianceé

ÅLaws vs Regulations

ÅCourt-created Law and Regulation 

(Unsettled Law)

ÅExample:

ÅThereôs no regulation for implementing TMDLs, 
BUT we do have to meet water quality standards.

ÅClean Water Act Third-Party Law Suits
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Background: TMDL Litigation

ÅEPA sued by environmental organizations 
during the 1990s.  Maryland case in 1997. 

ÅEPA settled most cases: Consent orders and 
stringent TMDL development schedules.

ÅMaryland prevailed by being proactive on 
TMDL development.

ÅMaryland is now being proactive on TMDL 
implementation.


