
Reid Ewing
National Center for Smart Growth

University of Maryland

Earth Day Rollout

April 22, 2008 College Park, MD



Growing Cooler: The Evidence on Urban 
Development and Climate Change

Reid Ewing
National Center for Smart Growth

University of Maryland



2005 ppt 

Asolimar
2007 ppt 

NPSG 2007 ppt 

HMB

Well -Planned Strategy

20 pg white 

papershort book

170 pg ULI book

1st workshop



In recent years, science has deepened our 
understanding of climate change and 

opened new possibilities for confronting it. 
I [recognize] the vital need for the major 

economies to work together to achieve the 
common objectives of reducing global 
greenhouse gas emissions, increasing 
energy security and efficiency, and 

sustaining economic growth.



éthe United States understands 
the urgent challenge that climate 

change poses.



Climate change will be the 
defining issue for planners in the 

21st century.



Perfect Storm in Climate 
Policy

2,500 Top Climate Scientists (IPCC) Project 

Catastrophic Consequences

Supreme Court Rules that EPA Has Power and 

Duty to Act on Greenhouse Gases

Major U.S. Corporations and Environmental 

Groups Band Together to Form the USCAP 

Russian Mini-Submarines Plant Flag under the 

North Pole, Precipitating an Artic Land Grab



Perfect Storm in Consumer 
Demand

¸Changing Demographics

¸Changing Lifestyles

¸Changing Preferences

¸Changing Real Estate Markets



Perfect Storm in Urban 
Planning

¸Movements Like the New Urbanism 

and TOD

¸Costs of Sprawl

¸Obesity and Health Crisis

¸Rise of Traffic Calming and Context-

Sensitive Highways



www.support.smartgrowthamerica.o
rg/growing_cooler
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Energy Bill : CAFE & -10% Fuel GHG 
by 2025
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VMT Growth to Wipe Out Energy Bill 
Savings
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Aggressive Case: 50 mpg in 2030 & 
-20% Fuel GHG
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The 3 Questions Answered in
Growing Cooler

1. What reduction in vehicle miles traveled (VMT) 
is possible in the United States with compact 
development rather than continuing urban 
sprawl?

2. What reduction in CO2 emissions will 
accompany such a reduction in VMT?

3. What policy changes will be required to shift 
the dominant land development pattern from 
sprawl to compact development?



We have been studying sprawl for a 
long time

So when EPA asked these 

questions, we could draw on a lot 

of research



Four Literatures ðCore of ULI 
Book

¸Aggregate travel studies 

¸Disaggregate travel studies 

¸Regional simulation studies

¸Project simulation studies



Scattered Development



Low Density/Single Use


